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For artistic self-expression also one's mother-tongue
should be used, but there are many men,and women in our
iftidst who find themselves more at home in the English
language. This is not due to any unnaturalness, but rather
to early training and environment. It is almost inevitable
that they should seek self-expression in English. They have
not only wooed the muse in that language, but have also
cultivated with great success " the other harmony" of
English prose. Their recorded achievement in the English
medium is hardly less distinguished than the work of those
who have written in their regional languages. And since
much of the nationalist literature of our troubled times is
written in English, that language is already a constituent of
our culture, and the cultured Indian of the future will
perforce study it reverently and strive to keep it alive.
We desire further that the India of tomorrow should be
a " modern " nation, fully conversant with all the vast and
complipated systems of knowledge and even in a measure
making her own contribution to its enrichment. Ancient
India was veritably in the vanguard of human civilization.
Our remote forefathers perfected many arts and practical
sciences, scaled the dizzy heights of philosophical speculation,
and bequeathed to posterity intricate systems of government,
codes of ethics, and the sciences of medicine and engineering.
Then the dark days descended, and the soul of India was
obscured for a time. When we awoke from our stupor, we
found that we had been overtaken by the West. Macaulay's
recommendation to Lord William Bentinck to make English
the medium of instruction in the Indian schools and colleges
made it possible for Indians to familiarize themselves with
the literatures and sciences of the West. At the same time
Orientalists, both European and Indian, sought to unlock the
sunless treasuries of traditional Indian culture, and various
publications in English issued from the press in England and
in India. Whether therefore we wish to study Indian his-
tory or philosophy, Indian social or political institutions,
Indian languages or literatures, we realize at once that
without a knowledge of English many of the sources of in-
formation will simply not be open to us. Although some of the
modern Indian languages are desperately trying to abridge